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Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, thank you
for this opportunity to speak today about my
dear friend Margaret Mehring, who passed
away on July 3, 2008. Margaret was someone
that we all want to—and need to—remember.
She was an educator, filmmaker and author.
She was a political activist, fighting against the
McCarthy era excesses and standing firm for
the freedoms we cherish in this country.

She also worked hard to help Native Ameri-
cans tell their own stories, with her work being
expanded to the founding of the Media Train-
ing Development Program for Tribal College
around the country. She managed political
campaigns and even wrote a pamphlet about
running grassroots campaigns that | got into
the hands of top Democrats in Washington.
How many of her lessons are finding their way
into this election, | often wonder.

Margaret Mehring was all this and much,
much more. She was a friend, a mentor, an
always present conscience to many of us in
this room. Margaret and | became friends
when my late husband Walter was beginning
his improbable run for Congress. That was
back in 1994. Long before most people even
knew who Walter was, Margaret was one of
his strongest supporters. She and Walter—
and |l—connected on a very deep level. She
understood the importance of building a com-
munity of hope and purpose. But she also
knew the value of organizing a community
around an idea or, in this case, a person and
political movement. Margaret dedicated herself
to organizing and turning out the vote for Wal-
ter so he would be elected to Congress.

She was someone who really recognized
the importance of grassroots organizing, mobi-
lizing a community, and turning out the vote.
She was instrumental in galvanizing many of
her friends and neighbors to support Walter’s,
and later my, candidacy. And | will always be
deeply grateful to the tireless work she de-
voted to my campaigns.

But what makes me remember Margaret
and miss her was larger than the help she
provide Walter and me, as important as that
was.

Margaret’'s work was dedicated as much to
strengthening our democratic traditions and
our civil society as it was to any one can-
didate. She was concerned about the vitality
of our democracy and the health of our soci-
ety. Ensuring that we leave this wonderful
Earth a better place than we found it was what
drove her every day. Clearly Margaret was a
valuable member of the Democratic party, but
more importantly she was an asset to the
Democratic process.

| will miss Margaret dearly, | already do. But
| carry with me—every day—the lessons of
her commitment to her community, her dedica-
tion to making the world a better place. It is a
source of strength and a constant inspiration
to me. Thank you for letting me offer my
thoughts today.
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Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in honor of a great Floridian and American,
James Byron “Jim” Krog. The State of Florida
suffered a great loss on September 4, 2008,
when he passed away.

Mr. Krog devoted a large part of his profes-
sional career to public service. Krog served as
chief of staff for the Honorable Lawton Chiles,
Governor of Florida, with a landmark new
commitment to children’s healthcare. He also
worked as a top aide to Governor Reubin
Askew. He started in government relations in
Tallahassee, which he returned to after work-
ing for Governor Chiles. As a founding mem-
ber of the Florida Association of Professional
Lobbyists, he recognized the importance of
improving the public image of his profession.
Known for being a congenial man with a great
sense of humor, Mr. Krog would battle against
a political rival in the Capitol and then meet
him or her afterwards to laugh it off.

A Tampa native and graduate of the Univer-
sity of South Florida, Mr. Krog made time
each semester to return to his alma mater to
offer advice and encouragement to students
interested in beginning a career in government
or politics. After students graduated and came
to Tallahassee to start jobs, he would mentor
them. Now hundreds of USF students are
working in government and public policy. They
are a living legacy of his dedication to public
service.

Madam Speaker, Jim Krog will be greatly
missed by the State of Florida. My thoughts
are with his wife, Louella, and his son, Chris-
topher.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the 2008 Hispanic Heritage
Month, as we celebrate the members of this
community and their invaluable contributions
to the Greater Cleveland Area and to our
country. | also rise in honor of Senator Ken-
neth McClintock, and in recognition of his im-
measurable accomplishments as President of
the Puerto Rican Senate. Senator McClintock
is the keynote speaker at the kick-off cere-
mony of the 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month in
Cleveland, Ohio.

Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates and illu-
minates the significant contributions that
Americans of Hispanic heritage have made in
all aspects of American culture. Hispanic
Americans have contributed immeasurably to
the fields of law, medicine and education, and
have shared their diverse and rich culture with
us all through fine arts and music. Americans
of Hispanic descent have served our country
in numerous ways—as elected officials, teach-
ers, musicians, veterans, community activists,
and dedicated employees in virtually every
sector of the economy. Their longstanding
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commitment to social justice and to sharing
their diverse culture with friends and neighbors
has been an invaluable addition to Cleveland’s
diverse social fabric.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and in celebration of this year’s
Hispanic Heritage Month and in recognition of
Senator Kenneth McClintock for his dedication
to public service. | am deeply grateful for the
outstanding contributions made by Hispanic
Americans in my district and around the coun-

try.
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Ms. BORDALLO, Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the students, administra-
tors, staff and alumni of Father Duenas Me-
morial School, FDMS, as they celebrate the
school’s 60th anniversary. Founded in 1948,
by Bishop Apollinaris Baumgartner, OFM
Cap., as an institution to prepare young men
for the priesthood, FDMS has evolved to a 4
year college preparatory high school rooted in
the Catholic faith.

FDMS was named to honor the memory of
Father Jesus Baza Duenas, the second
Chamorro to be ordained a Catholic priest. Fa-
ther Duenas was beheaded by Imperial Japa-
nese military forces on July 11, 1944, only 10
days before the liberation of Guam. The
school was built in Tai, Mangilao, in the area
where Father Duenas and his cousin Edward
were executed. The school mascot, a “friar”,
is significant as the school has been managed
and staffed over the years by religious orders,
namely, the Stigmatines, Capuchins, and
Marist Brothers.

FDMS has a strong record of academic ex-
cellence and athletic achievement. Many of its
alumni have excelled and succeeded in their
pursuit of higher education in post secondary
institutions, including the military service acad-
emies and numerous colleges and univer-
sities. From its humble beginnings as a five
room seminary, the school had grown in size
with more classrooms, science laboratories
and the recently opened Phoenix Center that
serves as a multipurpose complex housing a
gym, an auditorium, weight training room, and
additional classrooms. The Phoenix Center is
also used as a venue to host other perform-
ances and civic events for the island commu-
nity.

Through the years Father Duenas Memorial
School has produced distinguished alumni
which include leaders in government and the
business community, members of the clergy,
servicemen in the United States Armed Serv-
ices, judges, lawyers, doctors, dentists, and
educators. Father Duenas Memorial School’s
most distinguished graduate is the Metropoli-
tan Archbishop Anthony Sablan Apuron, DD,
OFM Cap.

It is the heritage and testament of its stu-
dents, their parents, administration, faculty
staff, and alumni that continue to show the
character and success of Father Duenas Me-
morial School. As the school celebrates its 60
Years of Excellence, | congratulate Archbishop
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